
What is WI-FI 

 

Wi-Fi 

Wi-Fi is a family of wireless network protocols based on the IEEE 802.11 family of standards, 

which are commonly used for local area networking of devices and Internet access, allowing 

nearby digital devices to exchange data by radio waves. These are the most widely used 

computer networks in the world, used globally in home and small office networks to link desktop 

and laptop computers, tablet computers, smartphones, smart TVs, printers, and smart speakers 

together and to a wireless router to connect them to the Internet, and in wireless access points 

in public places like coffee shops, hotels, libraries, and airports to provide visitors with Internet 

connectivity for their mobile devices. Wi-Fi is a trademark of the Wi-Fi Alliance, which restricts 

the use of the term "Wi-Fi Certified" to products that successfully complete interoperability 

certification testing. As of 2017, the Wi-Fi Alliance consisted of more than 800 companies from 

around the world.Wikipedia 
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Wi-Fi is a wireless networking technology that allows devices such as computers (laptops and 

desktops), mobile devices (smart phones and wearables), and other equipment (printers and 

video cameras) to interface with the Internet. It allows these devices--and many more--to 

exchange information with one another, creating a network. 

 

Internet connectivity occurs through a wireless router. When you access Wi-Fi, you are 

connecting to a wireless router that allows your Wi-Fi-compatible devices to interface with the 

Internet. WiFi  

Retrieved from https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/wireless/what-is-wifi.html on 2/11/2023  

 

A Wi-Fi network is simply an internet connection that’s shared with multiple devices in a home 

or business via a wireless router. The router is connected directly to your internet modem and 

acts as a hub to broadcast the internet signal to all your Wi-Fi enabled devices. This gives you 

flexibility to stay connected to the internet as long as you’re within your network coverage area. 

 

Wi-Fi uses radio waves to transmit data from your wireless router to your Wi-Fi enabled devices 

like your TV, smartphone, tablet and computer. Because they communicate with each other 

over airwaves, your devices and personal information can become vulnerable to hackers, cyber-

attacks and other threats. This is especially true when you connect to a public Wi-Fi network at 

places like a coffee shop or airport. When possible, it’s best to connect to a wireless network 

that is password-protected or a personal hotspot. 
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